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Elko County, Nevada  

Population: 52,097 

With a population of more than 50,000, Elko County, located in the northeastern corner of 

Nevada, is a growing area with a high quality of life. It contains the cities of Carlin, Elko, Wells, 

and West Wendover as well as the unincorporated towns of Jackpot, Montello, and Mountain 

City. The area has a very strong sense of community and the citizens enjoy a satisfying four 

season climate, moderate cost of living, 120 acres of public parks, quality education and health 

care, and strong economic growth.  

Elko County is a major outdoor recreation destination with millions of acres of public lands to 

explore, the majestic ruby mountains, hunting, fishing and all outdoor sports such as ATV, 4 

Wheeling, Snowmobiling, Hiking, Biking, etc. 

 

There are three libraries in Elko County; two are located in Elko and one in Carlin. 

 

Communities in Elko County 

City of Elko         
“Serving Nevada’s Gold Mining Industry” 

5,100 Elevation    City of Elko Incorporated 1876   Population: 18,842 

The Elko area is an approximate halfway point, and the largest city, on the nearly 520-mile drive 

between Reno, Nevada and Salt Lake City, Utah on I-80.  Boise, Idaho, is 236 miles north of 

Elko on State Route 223 and Las Vegas, Nevada is 432 miles to the South.  It is in an ideal 

location for new industries to serve not only the Pacific Coast market, but also the Intermountain 

West market.  

The Elko Area includes the City of Elko, the Spring Creek suburb, the community of Lamoille, 

and the areas of Osino and Ryndon.  Elko’s immediate trade area encompasses a population of 

more than 50,000. 

Norman Crampton listed Elko as the number-one “Best Small Town” in his 1993 book, The 100 

Best Small Towns in America. The annual National Cowboy Poetry Gathering in January and the 

Basque Festival in July, along with several other special events, draw crowds from all over the 

region and the world.  

Elko is home to Great Basin College, which offers two-year and four-year degrees, along with 

satellite programs in many outlying communities.  The Elko Regional Airport is a 20,000 square 

foot state-of-the-art facility offering commercial, charter and general aviation.  Northeastern 

Nevada Regional Hospital and medical plaza, plus a long list of private practice medical 

providers, can be found in Elko.     

The area has a very strong sense of community and the citizens enjoy a satisfying four-season 

climate, moderate cost of living, 120 acres of public parks, quality education and healthcare, and 

strong economic growth. 

 

Elko’s Economy 

Elko’s economy base consists of hard rock mining, transloading, manufacturing, cattle ranching, 

gaming, tourism, outdoor recreation, Federal, State, County and City governments, and a large 

retail and service industry.  

 

 



City of Elko Development Incentives 

Reimbursement programs for extensions of water and sewer mains are available under certain 

circumstances. Utility extensions in excess of 100 feet servicing an area determined to be well 

suited for growth may be considered by the City Council for reimbursement, whereby the 

developer is reimbursed through connection fees collected from the designated service area.  

 

Industrial Property in Elko 

Elko County’s Northeastern Nevada Regional Railport is a new 60-acre multimodal transload 

facility and 440-acre industrial park located just 3 miles from the city limits. There are also 

several privately owned industrial properties existing within the city limits and just outside of the 

city limits are areas currently zoned open space/agriculture. Rezoning is not difficult in areas that 

would be better served for commercial or industrial uses. 

Elko’s first geothermal industrial park has space available. New warehousing and light industrial 

space is being leased and more are under construction. The Geothermal Industrial Park of Elko is 

a 20-acre park and a one-of-a-kind in area. It provides the option of natural gas or geothermal 

heating to its tenants and has immediate rail access. The developers are offering a build-to-suit 

option.   

 

Area Strengths 

¶ The City of Elko is the service hub of Northeastern Nevada. Defined as a 

micropolitan area in 2003 by the U.S. Census Bureau, The City of Elko directly 

serves a population of nearly 50,000 and provides a shopping and service hub for 

all of northeastern Nevada.   Elko is experiencing a surge of new retail and service 

industries.  

¶ Large parcels of land are available for new industry. Elko County owns a large 

industrial park just outside of Elko’s city limits and there is privately owned 

industrial land within or just outside the city boundaries.   

¶ Resources, including plenty of water and affordable power, are located within the 

Elko City limits.  Plentiful water makes Elko a great site for any company 

needing large amounts of water for the production of their products.  

¶ Elko’s skilled workforce is an attraction for new industry. Great Basin College is 

capable of providing special skills training for any type of industry.  

 

For more information on the City of Elko contact City Manager Curtis Calder at 775-777-7111 

or visit www.ci.elko.nv.us. 

 

City of Carlin 
“Where the Train Stops… the Gold Rush Begins” 

              4,950' Elevation       Incorporated 1971     Population 2,370 

Located in a lush valley along the Humboldt River, Carlin is the oldest community in Elko 

County and was once the Western Terminus of the Central Pacific Railroad. Carlin is 24 miles 

west of Elko, 271 miles east of Reno/Carson City, and 261 west of Salt Lake City. Its location on 

Interstate 80 makes it a natural stopping point for motorists.  In addition, its rich railroad history 

has positioned Carlin directly on one of the major east/west railroad lines. 

http://www.ci.elko.nv.us/


Carlin is the gateway to some of the world's largest gold mines. Mining became a major 

employment base in the 1960s. There are several open pit and underground operations in the 

area.  

The University of Reno Fire Science Academy - Crisis and Emergency Management Institute 

opened a campus just outside of Carlin in 1999. The Fire Science Academy is considered one of 

the finest training facilities of its type in the world and provides state-of-the-art training for 

industrial emergency responders in mining, transportation, energy production and drilling, 

governmental agencies and the fields of aviation, computers, chemicals and hospitality.  

The City of Carlin has sold hundreds of acres of land to developers planning to build a small 

casino, multi-family dwellings and housing in Carlin. Construction is expected to start this fall.  

Carlin’s quiet streets and beautiful parks make it a great place to live. Carlin also has both an 

elementary and a junior/senior high school.   

 

City facilities and parks include: 

¶ The historic Chinese Gardens and Pond which provides an environment for nature 

study and place to relax and cast a fishing line. 

¶ The City Park which features four baseball diamonds, a football/soccer field, 

playground, tennis courts, basketball courts, skate park, concession stands and lots 

of open manicured lawn. 

¶ The equestrian and event center with an arena, barn and stalls, grandstands and 

concession stand hosts frequent equestrian events. 

¶ The Carlin open door senior center a beautiful facility offering activity, meals and 

recreation for Carlin’s senior citizens. 

¶ The privately owned MX Park provides opportunities for motocross enthusiasts to 

ride, race or view events. 

 

Industrial Property in Carlin 

The City of Carlin owns 400 acres of industrial property within the city limits.  Locations are 

zoned for light and general industrial use. Pockets of industrial land are available just outside of 

the city’s limits. Rezoning open space/agricultural land in the Carlin area of influence is 

plausible.   

 

Area Strengths 

¶ Because Carlin is the gateway to several major gold mining operations, 

companies that serve mining or benefit from locating near mining will find it an 

advantageous location.  

¶ The City of Carlin owns hundreds of acres of industrial land and city officials are 

willing to negotiate with companies that can offer a positive impact on the 

community.   

¶   Wells Rural Electric Company provides electricity to Carlin. It is the               

some of the most affordable power in the state.  

¶ Carlin is located just 22 miles west of the City of Elko, Elko County’s most 

populated community, and has direct access to the Interstate 80 corridor.  



¶ Geothermal activity is located south of the city and under the city’s industrial park 

ranging in temperatures from 90 to 110 degrees.  

 

 For more information on the City of Carlin contact City Manager Glenn Trust at 775-754-6354 

or visit www.explorecarlinnv.com. 

 

City of Wells 

“The Crossroads of the West” 

6,125' Elevation    Incorporated 1927     Population   1,531 

Wells is located at a major Western United States intersection—I-80 and US 93 and is 345 miles 

east of Reno/Sparks, 50 miles east of Elko and 187 miles west of Salt Lake City, with an 

elevation of 5,622 feet.  Wells is a treasure that can boast an outstanding business climate, 

superior quality of life, low cost of living, and room for expansion.  It has much to offer 

including: 

¶ Major traffic crossroads of US 93 and Interstate 80 

¶ Developed industrial property 

¶ Low cost utilities including high speed internet 

¶ Retail business, mining offices, semi-truck services 

¶ An airport with a 5200 feet long runway with av-fuel and jet a 

¶ A supermarket and restaurants—fast food or sit in 

¶ A modern medical clinic 

¶ A senior center and a family resource center 

¶ Excellent elementary  and junior/senior high schools, as well as the Great Basin College 

Interactive Learning Center and computer lab 

¶ A city park with soccer and baseball fields, basketball and tennis courts, swings and 

playground equipment and a pavilion/BBQ area 

¶ An outdoor swimming pool to beat the summer heat 

¶ A kid-friendly library with an outstanding regional history section 

¶ A challenging nine-hole golf course with an unparalleled view 

¶ Outdoor recreation and amenities including RV Parks, hunting, fishing, hiking, ATV 

trails, horse trails, pristine alpine lakes, Angel Lake the Ruby Mountains and East 

Humboldt Range  

Close to big city services, the residents of Wells, Nevada enjoy a neighborly atmosphere.  Our 

summer evenings and leisurely walks and bike rides, our various local events like rodeos and car 

shows, and the fact that we personally know who we’re doing business with coupled with safety 

and peacefulness are all part of the fabric of the community.    The City of Wells has a strong 

sense of community pride, volunteerism, school support, independence and competition.  We 

have new businesses coming to the area, we embrace their presence and commerce, and we look 

forward to moderate growth.  Newcomers fondly comment that they were not aware of all of the 

http://www.explorecarlinnv.com/


many local resources.   Wells’ door stands open to welcome companies seeking the amenities of 

rural life juxtaposed amidst the urban environment.  

For more information contact City Manager Jolene Supp at 775-752-3355 or visit 

www.wellsnevada.com. 

City of West Wendover 
“A Young City…. An Old History” 

4,450' Elevation    Incorporated 1991     Population 4,999 

Located on the Nevada-Utah border, the Wendover area has been a welcome sight for weary 

travelers crossing the Great Salt Desert for over a century.  Wendover is 120 miles west of Salt 

Lake City, 404 miles east of Reno/Sparks and 400 miles north of Las Vegas. 

 

The community of over 7,000 area residents is well known for its role during World War II. 

Crews trained for the historic atomic bombing missions over Hiroshima and Nagasaki at the 

Wendover Field, now a fully equipped commercial airport currently operating Boeing 737 

charter flights on a daily basis in conjunction with the local gaming industry which is now 

approaching 200 million in gaming revenues per year. 

 

Two elementary schools and two Junior/Senior High Schools as well as extension offices for 

both Great Basin College and Utah State University enhance community education.  In 

addition Multipurpose sporting facilities, an equestrian park, an 18 hole championship golf 

course, an Olympic swimming pool and many developed mountain bike/hiking trails provide 

excellent opportunities for outdoor recreation in addition to the many entertainment values that 

exist in this gaming community including most recently the addition of a 1,000 seat concert hall 

for weekly top named live entertainment which includes performers such as:  Billy Currington, 

Jay Leno, Michael Bolton, Night Ranger, Trace Adkins, Larry the Cable Guy, Vince Gill, Kenny 

Loggins, Merl Haggard and many more.  

 

Industrial Property in West Wendover 

West Wendover has hundreds of acres of public and privately owned industrial property.  

Locations are zoned for light and general industrial use located adjacent Highway 93A and the 

Union Pacific Railroad mainline and being within 1 mile of Interstate 80 access. 

Just outside of the city limits are thousands of acres of currently zoned open space/agriculture. 

Rezoning will not be difficult in these areas that would be bettered served for industry and 

manufacturing as well as future commercial and residential developments.  

 

Area Strengths 

¶ West Wendover is located on the Utah and Nevada border. Utah companies and 

companies serving the Intermountain West that are considering a Nevada location will 

benefit by locating to West Wendover. The location will place them in the business 

friendly state of Nevada; yet maintains access to their markets.  

http://www.wellsnevada.com/


¶ West Wendover is located on or near two major trucking routes.  Both Interstate 80 and 

US 93A are accessible from the city.  Union Pacific Railroad's mainline transects the 

community.  

¶ A large commercial airport is located on the eastern side of the conjoined cities of West 

Wendover, Nevada and Wendover, Utah.   Companies needing to ship by way of 

airfreight will find access to the Wendover Airport beneficial.   

 

For more information on the City of West Wendover contact City Manager Chris Melville at 

775-664-3081 or visit www.westwendovercity.com. 

 

Elko County Transportation 

Trucking 

Interstate 80 Eastbound to Salt Lake City, Utah and Westbound to Twin Falls, Idaho. U.S. 93 

Southbound through Wells to Las Vegas, Nevada, and northbound to Twin Falls, Idaho. 

Interstate 80 follows an east-west route through the county, connecting Carlin, Elko, Wells and 

West Wendover with Salt Lake City to the east and Reno to the west. U.S. 93 extends north to 

south, cutting through Wells and Jackpot and connecting travelers with Twin Falls, Idaho, to the 

north and Ely and Las Vegas, Nevada, to the south. From Elko, travelers also may take State 

Route 225 north to Boise, Idaho.  

Mileage 

Salt Lake City, UT 225 miles 

Boise, ID 238 miles 

Reno, NV 289 miles 

Sacramento, CA 418 miles 

Las Vegas, NV 436 miles 

San Francisco, CA 504 miles 

Helena, MT 601 miles 

Los Angeles, CA 649 miles 

Cheyenne, WY 660 miles 

Portland, OR 663 miles 

Phoenix, AZ 725 miles 

Seattle, WA 735 miles 

Denver, CO 758 miles 

Santa Fe, NM 860 miles 

 

 

Rail 

The Northeastern Nevada Regional Railport and Industrial Park is located 6 miles east of the 

City of Elko with direct access to Interstate 80.  The multi-modal team track facility is a 54.1 

acre rail-served facility owned by Elko County.   The facility is served by Union Pacific Railroad 

and BNSF. 

 

http://www.westwendovercity.com/


Elko County Demographics 

Population 

Year Population 

2009 51,325 

2008 50,561 

2007 50,434 

2006 48,339 

2005 47,586 

Source: Nevada State Demographer 

Gender Composition 

Year Est Population 
Male Female 

# % # % 

2009 49,121 25,085 51.1 24,036 48.9 

2008 47,785 24,624 51.5 23,161 48.5 

2007 44,417 22,880 51.5 21,537 48.5 

2006 44,462 22,978 51.7 21,484 48.3 

2005 43,415 22,526 51.9 20,889 48.1 

Source: Experian/Applied Geographic Solutions 

 

Population within the Cities of Elko County 

City Year Population City Year Population 

Carlin 

2009 2,345 

Elko 

2009 18,428 

2008 2,322 2008 18,424 

2007 2,295 2007 18,427 

2006 2,281 2006 18,183 

2005 2,261 2005 17,850 

City Year Population City Year Population 

Wells 

2009 1,515 

West 

Wendover 

2009 4,945 

2008 1,524 2008 4,990 

2007 1,508 2007 4,958 

2006 1,449 2006 4,871 

2005 1,423 2005 4,848 

Source: State of Nevada Demographer 

 Age Distribution 

Year Est Population 
0-14 15-19 20-34 35-54 55+ 

# % # % # % # % # % 

2009 49,121 10,591 21.6 4,113 8.4 10,206 20.8 14,004 28.5 10,200 20.8 

Source: Experian/Applied Geographic Solutions 

Race/Ethnic Origin 

Year Est Population 
White Black American Indian Asian/Pacific Islander Hispanic 

# % # % # % # % # % 

2009 49,121 44,608 90.8 655 1.3 2,774 5.7 490 1.0 11,055 22.5 

2008 47,785 39,028 81.7 283 0.6 2,663 5.6 412 0.9 10,244 21.4 

2007 44,417 36,560 82.3 267 0.6 2,200 5.0 388 0.9 10,254 23.1 

Source: Experian/Applied Geographic Solutions  

Educational Attainment 

Year Population 25+ 
< 9th 

9th-12th 
no diploma 

High School Diploma 
Some College 

no diploma 

# % # % # % # % 

2009 30,679 2,637 8.6 3,852 12.6 9,287 30.3 7,765 25.3 

2008 29,464 2,326 7.9 3,576 12.1 9,242 31.4 7,779 26.4 

2007 26,890 2,165 8.1 3,354 12.5 8,352 31.1 7,101 26.4 

2006 26,672 2,067 7.7 3,299 12.4 8,284 31.1 7,094 26.6 

2005 25,490 1,662 6.5 3,544 13.9 8,035 31.5 6,601 25.9 

Year Population 25+ 
Associate Degree Bachelor's Degree Graduate/Professional Degree 

# % # % # % 

2009 30,679 2,186 7.1 3,295 10.7 1,657 5.4 

2008 29,464 2,125 7.2 2,907 9.9 1,509 5.1 

2007 26,890 1,904 7.1 2,688 10.0 1,326 4.9 

2006 26,672 2,015 7.6 2,617 9.8 1,296 4.9 

Source: Experian/Applied Geographic Solutions 



Elko County Business Overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Taxes 

Sales Tax Rate  Property Tax Rate 2009-10 

6.850%  2.9780 % 

Calculating Real Property Taxes 

The formula for calculating real property tax is as follows: 

Taxable Value x .35 = Assessed Value 

Assessed Value x Tax Rate = Total Real Property Tax 

Calculating Personal Property Taxes 

Using the Cost Conversion Factor tables in the Personal Property Manual, use the following 

formula to calculate the assessed value. The assessed value is the value on which taxes are 

calculated. 

Actual Cost x Cost Index (for appropriate year) = Cost of Replacement 

Cost of Replacement x Percent Good = Taxable Value 

Taxable Value x .35 = Assessed Value 

Assessed Value x Tax Rate = Total Personal Property Tax 

Impact Fees 

Elko County does not have set impact fees, each commercial project is evaluated on a case-by-

case basis. For more information, please contact Elko County Economic Diversification 

Authority (ECEDA) at 775.738.2100. 

Incentives  

The incentives of doing business in Nevada are expansive. Nevada boasts one of the most liberal 

tax structures in the nation and from a tax-planning perspective, the return on investment in the 

form of tax saving dollars can be enormous. 

 

 

NEVADA HAS: 

NO Personal State Income Tax 

NO Unitary Tax 

NO Corporate Income Tax 

NO Inventory Tax 

NO Estate and/or Gift Tax 

NO Franchise Tax 

NO Inheritance Tax 

NO Special Intangible Tax 

 

http://www.nvenergy.com/economicdevelopment/documents/personalpropertymanual2006-07.pdf
http://www.eceda.com/
http://www.eceda.com/


Elko County's Largest Employers 

Employer City Industry # of Employees 

Elko County School District Elko Elementary & Secondary Schools 1,000 - 1,499 

Cactus Petes, Inc. Jackpot Casino Hotels 600 - 699  

Peppermill Hotel Casino Wendover Casino Hotels 600 - 699 

Wendover Casino Inc Wendover Casino Hotels 500 - 599 

Source: Nevada Department of Employment, Training and Rehabilitation (DETR), 2nd Quarter 2009 

Fortune 1000 Companies with a Presence in Elko County 

Company Division Of Ranking Location 

Caterpillar Logistics Services Caterpillar Inc 44 Elko 

Cummins Rocky Mountain LLC Cummins Onan 181 Sparks/Elko/N. Las Vegas 

Newmont Mining   400 Carlin/Golconda/Valmy 

Pepsi Bottling Group PepsiCo 189 Reno/Las Vegas/Elko 

Source: 2009 Fortune 500 List 

Business Start up Information 

Business License and Taxation Requirements 

A business license is needed for each person, corporation, partnership, proprietorship, business 

association and any other similar organization that conducts an activity for profit, including an 

independent contractor or sole proprietor. A trade show or convention held in this state in which 

a business previously described takes part, or in which a person who conducts such a business 

attends, for a purpose related to the conduct of the business also needs a business license. 

Detailed information on taxation rates may be obtained at the Department of Taxation web page.  

Nevada Department of Taxation 
850 Elm Street #2 

Elko, NV 89803 

Phone: 775.738.8461  

Fax: 775.778.6814  

State Business License 

All businesses operating in Nevada must obtain a State Business License issued by the Secretary 

of State's office. For more information please visit their website. 

Local Business License Offices 

A local business license is required to operate a business in nearly all cities, most counties, and 

many other locations. This is in addition to the State Business License. Please contact the 

http://www.tax.state.nv.us/
http://nvsos.gov/index.aspx?page=267


appropriate business license office to determine the specific licensing requirements. The Nevada 

Business Registration Form available from the Department of Taxation may be used to apply for 

a local business license as well. 

City of Carlin 

101 S. 8th Street 

Carlin, NV 89822 

Phone: 775.754.6354 

Fax: 775.754.6912 

City of Elko 

City Hall, Elko City 

1751 College Avenue  

Elko, NV 89801  

Phone: 775.777.7138 

Email: buslic@ci.elko.nv.us  

City of West Wendover 

801 Alpine Street 

West Wendover, Nevada 89883 

Phone: 775.664.3081 

Email: dsmith@westwendovercity.com 

Employer Identification Number 

Every partnership or corporation must have an Employer Identification Number (EIN) to use as 

its taxpayer number. Sole proprietors must also have an EIN if they pay wages to one or more 

employees or if they are required to file any excise tax returns. 

Internal Revenue Service Employer Identification Number 

675 W. Moana Lane 

Reno, NV 89509 

Phone: 800.829.1040 

Business Personal Property Declaration Form 

Nevada tax laws require all persons, firms, or businesses owning, renting, leasing, or controlling 

business personal property to file a Business Personal Property Declaration Form. Please contact 

your city or county government office for more information. 

Worker's Compensation Insurance 

Every business that employs anyone must by law, obtain workers compensation insurance 

coverage unless that entity is certified by the Commissioner of Insurance as a self-insured 

employer. 

State of Nevada Department of Business and Industry Division of Insurance 

788 Fairview Drive #300 

Carson City, NV 89702 

Phone: 775.687.4270  

Fax: 775.687.3937 

http://www.explorecarlinnv.com/citydept.shtml
http://www.ci.elko.nv.us/administration/licenses.htm
mailto:buslic@ci.elko.nv.us
http://www.westwendovercity.com/busguide/businesslicensing.php
mailto:dsmith@westwendovercity.com
http://www.irs.gov/
http://doi.stat.nv.us/


Nevada Unemployment Compensation Program 

Any business that employs one or more workers is an "employing unit" and must register with 

the Nevada Unemployment Compensation Program. Registration is made by submitting a 

Nevada Business Registration Form to the employment security division as soon as workers are 

hired. 

Employment Security Division 

1325 Corporate Blvd. 

Reno, NV 89502 

Phone: 775.688.2663 

Fax: 775.688.2667 

I-9 Forms for New Employees 

Every employer is required, within 72 hours of hiring a new employee, to maintain a completed, 

signed, witnessed, and dated I-9 Form for each employee. 

Immigration & Naturalization Service 

1351 Corporate Blvd. 

Reno, NV 89502 

Phone: 800.375.5283  

W-4 Forms 

Every employee hired is to complete a W-4 Form so that the employer can withhold the proper 

amount of income tax from each paycheck. Any change in the employee's tax status requires a 

new form. 

Internal Revenue Service 

300 Booth Street 

Reno, NV 89502 

Phone: 800.829.1040 

Nevada Labor Statutes 

All employers must comply with Nevada's Labor Statutes and must post a sign explaining these 

laws at the place of business. 

State Labor Commission 

1445 Hot Springs Road, Ste. 109 

Carson City, NV 89710 

Phone: 775.687.4850  

Fax: 775.687.6409 

Incorporating 

Businesses interested in incorporating, along with non-Nevada businesses seeking permission to 

do business in Nevada, should register with the Secretary of State's Office. The Secretary of 

State's office handles commercial recordings (incorporation), securities, notaries, and election 

information. 

 

 

http://detr.state.nv.us/es/esd_employers.htm
http://www.ins.usdoj.gov/
http://www.irs.gov/
http://labor.state.nv.us/


Secretary of State 

Capital Building 

101 N. Carson St., Suite 3 

Carson City, NV 89701 

Phone: 775.687.5203  

Fax: 775.687.3471 

Document on demand directory: 1.800.583.9486 

Zoning Offices 

The applicable city or county zoning ordinances should be checked to ensure that the desired 

location is zoned for the proposed type of business before buying or leasing property. For home-

based businesses, please verify if a Home Occupation Permit will be required. Contact your local 

government office(s), or you may find the applicable zoning office(s) in the limited list above 

under Local Business License Offices. 

Using a Fictitious Name 

A fictitious name/dba certificate is required for all businesses that plan to use a name different 

than their legal or corporate name. It is best to check with the County Clerk's office where your 

business is located to determine if the fictitious name desired is available. 

*Source: Nevada Commission on Economic Development **Information on this website, while from reliable sources, is to be used only as a guide.  

Elko County Utilities  
Nevada's utility rates are competitive with other major western states. Nevada Assembly Bill 

366, passed in 1997, opened the electric utility industry to competition. An added benefit of the 

deregulation process is a three-year cap on rates to business and residential customers. As of 

2000, consumers have the opportunity to select their power provider. 

The state's utility companies make use of various sources for producing energy. Coal, 

hydropower, and natural gas combined with purchase agreements provide a variety of options for 

delivering highly dependable service at the lowest possible price. Power companies offer cost-

based time-of-use rate schedules for commercial and industrial customers, helping them save on 

their energy costs by coordinating their heavy-load consumption. 

Labor Relations 

Right to Work Laws 

Nevada is a Right to Work state. Right to Work law secures the right of employees to decide for 

themselves whether or not to join or financially support a union. However, employees who work 

in the railway or airline industries are not protected by a Right to Work law, and employees who 

work on a federal enclave may not be. 

 

 

 

 

http://sos.state.nv.us/
http://www.nrtw.org/c/nvrtwlaw.htm


Elko County Quality of Life 

Public Safety  

  Population Elko County Crime Rate  Western States Crime Rate*  National Crime Rate  

2009 48,339 10.73** N/A N/A 

2008 48,339 22.53 N/A N/A 

2007 48,339 20.69 38.34 37.57 

2006 48,339 24.02 39.98 38.35 

2005 47,586 23.61 42.94 39.28 

Source: State of Nevada Department of Motor Vehicles and Public Safety. Crime rate based on the occurrence of an index offense per 1,000 residents of 

the area. *Western States consist of Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming. **Yearly total as of April 2009. 

Climate 
Monthly Temperature (F) 

  2007 2008 2009 Average 

January 16.2 17.4 28.1 20.6 

February 33.0 26.1 32.1 30.4 

March 42.8 36.5 37.9 39.1 

April 46.5 40.9 44.2 43.9 

May 56.0 52.7 57.2 55.3 

June 65.1 61.6 61.7 62.8 

July 75.8 71.5 71.6 73.0 

August 70.5 70.3 67.5 69.4 

September 58.8 60.4 63.7 61.0 

October 46.1 47.6 43.6 45.8 

November 35.8 41.6 34.6 37.3 

December 25.5 24.3 16.0 21.9 

Average 47.7 45.9 46.5 46.7 

Monthly Snowfall (inches) 

  2006-2007 2007-2008 2008-2009 Average 

July 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

August 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

September 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

October 0.00 1.10 0.00 0.37 

November 2.80 0.10 0.10 1.00 

December 7.30 8.20 12.30 9.27 

January 4.50 28.00 5.00 12.50 

February 7.50 11.00 7.80 8.77 

March 3.40 2.80 6.50 4.23 

April 0.10 1.20 8.50 3.27 

May 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

June 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Average 2.13 4.37 3.35 3.28 

 

 

 

Monthly Precipitation (inches) 

  2007 2008 2009 Average 

January 0.27 1.75 1.28 1.10 

February 1.05 0.79 0.59 0.81 

March 0.48 0.39 0.78 0.55 

April 0.61 0.15 1.83 0.86 

May 0.17 1.13 0.47 0.59 

June 0.37 0.57 2.94 1.29 

July 0.08 0.13 0.20 0.14 

August 0.14 0.25 0.68 0.36 

September 0.17 0.01 0.27 0.15 

October 1.05 0.43 0.49 0.66 

November 0.32 1.54 0.01 0.62 

December 1.02 0.91 1.68 1.20 

Average 0.48 0.67 0.94 0.69 

Source: National Weather Service Forecast Office, Elko WB Airport, 

NV 



Traffic 

  Average Commute Time  # of Vehicles per Household*  % of Work Done at Home  

Elko County 25.2 minutes 1.84 2.5 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census, *ehome.com 

Communications 

Television 

¶ KENV 

¶ Charter Communications 

Newspapers 

¶ Elko Daily Free Press 

¶ Carlin Press 

¶ High Desert Advocate 
Radio 

¶ FM  

o KEFX 88.7 - Christian Contemporary 

o KNIS 91.3 - Christian Contemporary 

o KCIR 90.3 - Christian Contemporary 

o KCIR 91.1 - Christian Contemporary 

o KNCC 91.5 - Public Radio 

o KAWZ 91.9 - Religious 

o KLKO 93.7 - Rock 

o KRJC 95.3 - Country 

o KHIX 96.7 - Hot Adult Contemporary 

o KBZN 101.1 - Smooth Jazz 

o KHIN 103.9 - Country 

¶ AM  

o KELK 1240 - Adult Contemporary 

o KTSN 1340 - Talk 

Source: http://www.radio-locator.com 

Financial Institutions 

¶ Elko Federal Credit Union 

¶ Nevada Bank & Trust 

¶ Nevada State Bank 

¶ US Bank 

¶ Wells Fargo 

 

 

http://www.nbc.com/
http://www.chartercom.com/
http://www.elkodaily.com/
http://www.radio-locator.com/
http://www.nevadabankandtrust.com/
http://www.nsbank.com/
http://www.usbank.com/
http://www.wellsfargo.com/


Medical/Health Resources 

Great Basin Surgical Center 

Northeastern Nevada Regional Hospital 

Replacing Elko General Hospital and located in Elko, the heart of rural northeastern Nevada, this 

hospital is brand new and had its grand opening on September 1, 2001. The hospital is a modern 

75-bed acute care facility with an adjacent 50,000 sq. ft. medical office building. The facility will 

have 24-hour emergency services, a full service laboratory, Obstetrics and Gynecology, 24-hour 

radiology services, and more. 

Elko Clinic 
Located in a 32,000 square foot facility, Elko Clinic provides primary care in pediatrics, family 

practice, and internal medicine. Multi-specialties are offered in OBGYN, surgery, and pathology. 

The facility also has a full laboratory and x-ray department. 

Home Health Services of Nevada 

Provides skilled nursing care, home health aides, homemaker services, hospice care, physical 

therapy, occupational therapy, medical social workers, and speech therapy. Also serves Carlin 

and Wells. 

Ruby Mountain Medicine 
Orthopedic clinic 

Carlin Medical Care 
Seven part-time doctors and one PA available 

Public Health Nurse 
Services provided in Carlin on Thursday's from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

Wells Medical Clinic 

Family practice, emergency, and x-ray. Open four days a week. One practicing physician and 

three nurses. Elko community health nurse visits twice monthly. 

University of Utah Medical Clinic 

Over the years, the University of Utah Medical Clinic's reputation of excellence has grown 

throughout the Intermountain West and beyond as they have been recognized as one of 

"America's Best Hospitals".  

Nevada Physician Directory 

With the help of the Physician Directory, you can make an informed choice of your doctor in the 

comfort of your own home, without searching through endless information. This site will help 

you locate, get acquainted with, and choose a new medical service provider in your area. The 

Physician Directory listings include all types of physicians for all of your medical needs. some 

listed areas follows, Naturopaths, Osteopath, Oncology, Dermatology, Pathology, Pediatrics, 

Endocrinology, Psychiatry, Radiology, Oncology, Cancer Specialists, Gynecology, Urology, and 

more. 

Emergency Services 
Elko County has a variety of emergency services including Ambulance, Police, Fire, and Sheriff 

Departments 

 

http://www.nnrhospital.com/
http://www.vnaa.org/vnaa/vna/Home_Health_Services_of_Nevada,NVELKO.aspx
http://uuhsc.utah.edu/uuhsc/about/
http://www.thephysiciansdirectory.com/Nevada.htm


Education 

Elko County is home to two private schools, seventeen elementary schools, two junior high 

schools, and seven high schools.*  In Elko County, the average teacher/student ratio is 16:1, the 

average class size is 22, the class of 2007 drop out rate was 1.2%, and the class of 2007 

graduation rate was 79.0%.**  

*U.S. Census 2000, **Nevada Annual Reports of Accountability 

Great Basin College 

Great Basin College is a member institution of the University and Community College System of 

Nevada and is accredited by the Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges. For 35 years 

GBC has provided opportunities in higher education for central and northeast Nevadans. The 

College has also provided specialized training to local businesses and industries such as the 

mines, hospital, and education. GBC awards certificates of achievement, associate degrees, and 

select bachelor degrees using a variety of instructional methods. By advancing the academic and 

professional endeavors of the rural communities and by providing access to quality certificate, 

associate, and baccalaureate programs, GBC's mission of addressing workforce needs of the 

regional economy has been enhanced. Currently, the College offers bachelor degrees in 

elementary education, applied sciences, and integrative and professional studies.  

Cultural Organizations and Recreation 

Western Folklife Center 

Located in the historic Pioneer Hotel in downtown Elko, the center is dedicated to preserving the 

rich culture and spirit of the American West. Headquarters for the world re-known Cowboy 

Poetry Gathering, the center is the site of year-round entertainment and activities, including 

concerts, music hours, workshops and educational programs for children. Hours are 10 a.m. to 

5:30 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. The center is closed on Sunday and Monday.  

Northeastern Nevada Museum 

Constructed in 1967, the award-winning museum offers visitors a look into the rich history of the 

region. The museum is open Monday through Saturday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 1 p.m. 

to 5 p.m. Admission is free.  

Elko Convention Center and Visitors Authority 
Provides comfortable meeting and banquet facilities, as well as professional support staff. 
 

Pony Express Cabin 

One of the few remaining Pony Express cabins that was used by riders between 1860 and 1861. 

The building is listed in the National Historic Register and was used as the model for a duplicate 

at the Pony Express Museum in St. Joseph, Missouri. 

 

Elko Railroad Park 

Railroad Park is the site of demonstrations, summer storytelling, music festivals and other 

activities commemorating the role Elko played in the rail history of our nation.  

Sherman Station 

Sherman Station contains the main ranch house and outbuildings of the Walther homestead, 

which consisted of 600 acres in 1875 and served as a stage stop on the old Hill Beachey toll road 

http://nevadareportcard.com/
http://www.gbcnv.edu/
http://www.westernfolklife.org/
http://www.museum-elko.us/
http://www.elkocva.com/
http://www.museum-elko.us/cabin.htm


between Elko and Hamilton. The buildings that comprise Sherman Station include the main 

ranch house, one-room school house, creamery, blacksmith's shop, and the barns that housed the 

stage teams and coaches. 

Gold Mine Tours 
Two of the largest gold mines in the world, Barrick Goldstrike Mines Inc. & Newmont Gold 

Company, offer public tours during the spring and summer months. 

Summit Raceway 

Just one mile outside of Elko, it is the site of weekly stock car races during the summer months.  

Spring Creek Horse Palace 

Resting in the foothills of the Ruby Mountains just 17 miles southeast of Elko, the Horse Palace 

boasts an indoor arena where rodeos, horse shows and concerts take place year round. 

Lamoille Canyon 

Sometimes referred to as the "Yosemite of Nevada," the canyon was heavily carved by glacial 

activity. A four-stop self guided auto tour with geology interpretive exhibits leads visitors past 

meadows full of wildflowers, abundant wildlife, waterfalls, and avalanche chutes. Nature trails 

and picnic grounds are available. 

Tuscarora 

A trip to Tuscarora provides visitors with a nostalgic journey back in time. During its peak 

mining period in 1878, there were 30,000 people living in Tuscarora. Today there are a handful 

of residents in this almost ghost town, including renowned potter Dennis Parks, who operates the 

famous Tuscarora Pottery School. Points of interest include the cemetery, historic buildings, a 

small museum, and the pottery school and gallery which attracts students from around the world. 

Ruby Mountains 
Reached via the Lamoille Canyon National Scenic Byway, 26 miles southeast of Elko on State 

Route 227, the Ruby Mountains are described by many as one of America's most beautiful 

mountain ranges, the Ruby Mountains offer endless miles of hiking trails along rushing 

waterfalls and fields of blazing wildflowers. 

Ruby Lake National Wildlife Refuge 
The Ruby Lake National Wildlife Refuge provides visitors with outstanding wildlife observation 

in a tranquil natural setting. Recreational opportunities include bird watching, photography, 

hunting, fishing, boating and nearby camping. 

Wildhorse State Recreation Area 
Wildhorse Recreation Area is comprised of more than 120 acres of outdoor fun and adventure. 

Boating, fishing, camping, picnicking, hunting, snowmobiling, cross-country skiing, and an 

annual ice-fishing derby round out the endless recreational options. The area can be reached 67 

miles north of Elko on State Route 225.  

South Fork State Recreation Area 
Located 16 miles southwest of Elko following State Routes 227 and 228. South Fork is a favorite 

among locals for all water sports, including boating, water-skiing, and fishing. Camping is 

available in developed sites. 

 

http://www.summitraceway.com/
http://www.springcreeknv.net/HorsePalace.html
http://www.fws.gov/pacific/refuges/field/NV_rubylk.htm
http://parks.nv.gov/wh.htm
http://parks.nv.gov/sf.htm


Ruby View Golf Course 

Majestic 18-hole "grand ol' man" of Elko has the look and feel of an exclusive country club - at 

public course prices. 
 

Spring Creek Golf Course 

A privately-owned 6,258-yard par 72 course set at the base of the Ruby Mountains. Much like a 

British links course, accuracy is at a premium.  

Fishing 

The Elko area contains the most fishable streams and stocked reservoirs in Nevada. Most waters 

contain trout, but largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, crappie and catfish are also plentiful. 

Hunting 

Elko County is a hunter's paradise. The majority of the State's mule deer and sage grouse are 

harvested within the county. The area is well known for chukar and Hungarian Partridge. Other 

big game animals include pronghorn antelope, elk, and California and Rocky Mountain bighorn 

sheep.  

Mountain Biking 

There are a variety of mountain trails to choose from for every skill level from novice to the 

experienced rider looking for a challenge.  

Off Highway Vehicle Traveling 
The majority of Elko County is classified as "open" to off-road vehicle use. Opportunities vary 

from well maintained gravel roads to hundreds of miles of primitive, back country "two-tracks." 

visitors are encouraged to follow the "Tread Lightly" guidelines.  

Source: Elko Convention Center and Visitors Authority 

 Churches/Religious Organizations 

Denomination 

Assemblies of God 

Baha'l 

Baptist 

Buddist 

Catholic 

Church of Jesus Christ of Latterday Saints 

Church of the Nazarene 

Episcopal 

Foursquare 

Full Gospel 

Independent 

Interdenominational 

Jehovah's Witnesses 

Lutheran 

Methodist 

Non-denominational 

Presbyterian 

Seventh Day Adventist 

Source: AreaGuide.net 

http://www.ci.elko.nv.us/recreation/golf.htm
http://www.springcreek.net/sca/spring%20creek/golf.html
http://www.elkocva.com/
http://areaguide.net/

